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Report of:  Head of Sport and Active Recreation 

Meeting:    Recreation Delegated Decision Panel 

Date of meeting:  15th January 2008 
 

SUBJECT:   Leeds Half Marathon 2008 
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Executive Summary 
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1.0 Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 To approve the reinstatement of the Leeds Half Marath
 
2.0 Background 
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desire to see that the Jane Tomlinson 10k run was given full backing to ensure that 
it became fully established in the running calendar and Nationally recognised. To 
that end the decision was taken to not hold the event scheduled for May 2008, 
whilst options for 2009 were considered more fully based on feedback and 
consultation. In the short time since the announcement of this decision over 1000 
additional entries have been made to the Jane Tomlinson run and it now looks 
certain to sell out its existing capacity. 

 
3.0 Main Issues 
 
3.1 It has become clearly evident that many runners were unhappy with the decision to 

not hold the event in 2008. Given the scale of comments, consideration has been 
given to reinstating the Half Marathon in 2008.  The reinstatement of the event for 
2008 needs to take account of; 

 
• Appropriate dates in the Calendar that takes cognisance of other major local Half 

Marathon events (e.g. Great North Run/Nottingham Half Marathon).  
Consideration also to be given to the proximity to the Abbey Dash. 

• Assessing the capacity of the Event Management/Sports Development team to 
support the event 

• Addressing concerns about the route ( and any remedial works to parts of the 
route that maybe required) 

• Availability of Millennium Square 
• Additional volunteer support from the running community that maybe available to 

support the event. 
 
3.2 After careful consideration (and whilst work progresses on some of the key issues 

outlined above) it is proposed that the Half Marathon be rescheduled for September 
21st 2008.   More detailed planning will be carried out over the forthcoming weeks 
ahead. 

 
3.3 It is further proposed that the City Council liaises with the organisers of the ‘Run for 

All’ to explore whether the race for 2009 could be run in Association with Jane’s 
Appeal as a way of enhancing the attractiveness of the Half Marathon as a mass 
participation event. 

 
4.0 CONCLUSIONS 
 
4.1 In order to satisfy the obvious demand for the Half Marathon, as expressed in 

comments received, it is proposed to reinstate the Half Marathon.  
 
5.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 
5.1 To reinstate the Leeds Half Marathon for September 2008. 
 


